
Environment 

Purpose of Study 

Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and 

environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human 

processes.  

As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world helps them to deepen their 

understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation 

of landscapes and environments. 

KS1 

 
use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and the 

key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

KS2 

 
locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe and North and South America 

and concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  

 

KS3 

 
extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s 

countries using maps of the world to focus on Africa, South and East Asia (including 
China and India), the Middle East and Russia, focusing on their environmental regions, 
including polar and hot deserts, key physical and human characteristics, countries and 
major cities  

 

 

1. What does 'environment' mean? 

1. Everything around us (child friendly)  

Young children can grasp the idea of environment by being encouraged to take an integrated 

and holistic view. This definition is one that is helpful and which can be unpicked further as 

understanding develops. 

 

2. Our surroundings at different scales, often comprising connected systems, resulting from the 

interaction of living and non living things.  



The term 'environment' often refers to external factors of influence, often in a way that 

classifies types of features together at different scales eg. a pond system a rainforest system,  

a polar region. Different types of environments have distinct characteristics that reflect their 

location and are designed to support life. All environments are interconnected and 

interdependent 

 

3. The natural world, and our interaction with it, especially when it is regarded as being at risk 

from or vulnerable to, the harmful influences of human activities 

The environment is also referred to as an holistic entity, comprising a connected network of 

eco-systems that is extremely sensitive to human intervention and which can be enhanced, 

damaged or sustained by different actions. 

 

2. What does best practice look like? 

 Best practice gives children the language, vocabulary and understanding to locate, describe 

and explain a range of environments at different scales - from local to global and from micro 

to macro and encourages their curiosity to find out more about them. In addition: 

 Children are able to categorise environments, and give explanations for this 

 Children  know and understand how environments are interconnected and how actions in 

one place cause effects in another.  

 Children know and understand how and why people's choices, collectedly and individually, 

influence and are influenced by, environments and how this impacts on their changing 

ability to support biodiversity. 

 Children have practical experience of investigating both their local environment as well as 

other types of environment. They have opportunities to make real decisions that affect the 

environment and take actions evaluating any changes as a result. Such actions could include, 

cleaning a pond, locating bird feeders, planting trees, growing bee friendly plants, cleaning 

up graffiti etc.  

 Children are consistently given opportunities to explore a wide range of different  

environments, both their own local one and others further afield. This hands on, practical 

experience will develop their understanding of environments at different scales and enable 

them to apply this to a wide range of other environments.  

 Children understand that environments are affected in the short and long term by changes 

in e.g. weather and climate and how such changes might be influenced by human activity, 

often in other parts of the world. They understand that whilst environments can be highly 

adaptable, they are especially vulnerable to rapid changes such as those arising from climate 

change  



 Best practice gives children an informed and critical voice to investigate, analyse and take 

action. It helps them to apply their geography in relevant contexts and as such fulfils 

definitions of 'creativity' (DCMS 2006) 

In learning about environments children need to know that environments at all scales 

support us both directly and indirectly and that we are dependent on them . They have 

other benefits too that can be measured in social and economic ways and that we need to 

live sustainably within them.  

Resources 

A Different View: a collection of high resolution images with captions and teaching and 

learning activities written by teachers for KS1 - 3 

http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview/imagesandactivities/#12675  

Young Geographers Resources 

http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/#top 

Improving environments 

http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/myplaceyourplaceourplace/theresaplac

eforus/#top 

Young Geographers go Green 

http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/younggeographersgogreen/ 

Using Maps and Stories to understand issues such as environmental change 

http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/primaryhandbook/mapsandstories/6-9/#top 

Research articles 

Primary geography research articles 

http://www.geography.org.uk/eyprimary/primaryresearch/researcharticles/#14490  

GTIP think piece http://www.geography.org.uk/gtip/thinkpieces/esd2/#top  

Examples of work on the Primary Geography Quality Mark vle (GA Members only) 

http://www.geography.org.uk/eyprimary/primaryqualitymark/ 

 On the Geographical Association’s Primary Geography Quality Mark website 

This part of the website contains some excellent illustrations of how geography may 

be creatively developed in your school and how fieldwork can be part of this. 

http://www.geography.org.uk/eyprimary/primaryqualitymark/ 

 

 In Primary Geography 

o Most editions of the journal contain examples of fieldwork and outdoor 

learning 

o The Spring 2006 edition has a specific focus on outdoor learning 

o The Autumn 2014 edition is planned to focus on fieldwork and outdoor 

learning 

http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview/imagesandactivities/#12675
http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/#top
http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/myplaceyourplaceourplace/theresaplaceforus/#top
http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/myplaceyourplaceourplace/theresaplaceforus/#top
http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/younggeographersgogreen/
http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/primaryhandbook/mapsandstories/6-9/#top
http://www.geography.org.uk/eyprimary/primaryresearch/researcharticles/#14490
http://www.geography.org.uk/gtip/thinkpieces/esd2/#top
http://www.geography.org.uk/eyprimary/primaryqualitymark/
http://www.geography.org.uk/eyprimary/primaryqualitymark/


 

 On the RGS website there are examples of how to organise fieldwork safely 

 

http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/Fieldwork+and+local+learning/Fieldwork+an

d+local+learning.htm 

 

 The Learning Outside the Classroom is an inspiring site to explore how taking 

children outdoors can change lives. It offers practical help and advice 

http://www.lotc.org.uk/ 

 .DCMS (2006) Nurturing Creativity in Young People. A report to Government to 

inform future policy Paul Roberts July 2006 

http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/7241/1/Nurturingcreativityinyoungpeople.pdf 

Publications 

Catling, S. & Willy, T. (2009) Achieving QTS: Teaching Primary Geography, Exeter: Learning 

Matters 

Martin, F. and Owens, P. (2008) Caring for our World. ESD for ages 4 - 7, Sheffield: 

Geographical Association 

Martin, F. (2011) Global Ethics, Sustainability and Partnerships in Butt, G. (ed) Geography, 

Education and the Future London: Continuum pp.206-224 

Owens, P. (2012) Geography and Sustainability in Scoffham, S. (ed) Teaching Geography 

Creatively, Learning to teach in the Primary School Series, Oxon: Routledge pp 154-167 

 

Scoffham, S. (2010) (Ed) The Primary Geography Handbook Sheffield: Geographical 

Association 

Geography Plus Primary Toolkit series has a range of ideas for investigating different types of 

environments http://www.geography.org.uk/shop  

o Little Blue Planet: investigating spaceship Earth 

o Australia here we come 

o Living in the Freezer 

o Neighbourhood Watch 

o Green Futures 

o Beside the Sea 

o Food for thought 

o The UK 

http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/Fieldwork+and+local+learning/Fieldwork+and+local+learning.htm
http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/Fieldwork+and+local+learning/Fieldwork+and+local+learning.htm
http://www.lotc.org.uk/
http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/7241/1/Nurturingcreativityinyoungpeople.pdf
http://www.geography.org.uk/shop


 

 

3. What does Ofsted say? 

This is being supplied 

 

4. How can I develop this? Scheme of work link to resources? 

 Get outside in your school grounds and local area as much as you can to develop relevant 

vocabulary and observations about natural and human features, how they interact and 

how they are changing.  

 Give children practical opportunities to apply knowledge and make decisions with 

environmental impacts e.g. identify best places in the school grounds for ... e.g. growing 

potatoes, making a minibeast garden, siting an owl box, creating a shady sitting area. 

Extend this into the wider locality by working with the local community through 

questionnaires and interviews to evaluate aspects of the environment that may need 

improving or sustaining. 

 Investigate a range of environments around the world at different scales using a range of 

media to help 'bring them to life'.  

 Investigate how different views affect human / environmental interaction. For example 

why do people in England tend to protect hedgehogs while people in the Hebrides regard 

them as pests? Why do some people want to protect elephants and others consider them a 

threat to their local agricultural practices? 

 Use drama and role play to investigate and portray differing and conflicting needs. 

 Make mutually valued school links with children who live in a contrasting environment and 

learn from each other. 

 Engage with the Primary Geography Quality Mark framework 

 network with other practitioners through your local  primary geography Champion 

http://geographychampions.ning.com  

 

Useful websites 

Geographical Association  http://www.geography.org.uk/ 

Royal Geographical Society   http://www.rgs.org/HomePage.htm  

Learning Outside the Classroom  http://www.lotc.org.uk/ 

http://geographychampions.ning.com/
http://www.geography.org.uk/
http://www.rgs.org/HomePage.htm
http://www.lotc.org.uk/


Field Studies Council   http://www.field-studies-council.org/ 

Forest Schools    http://www.forestschools.com/  

Times Educational Supplement http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resources/primary-

42198/ks2-geography-42885/local-study-42963/fieldwork-

42965/ 

Health and Safety Executive   http://www.hse.gov.uk/services/education/school-

trips.htm  

Useful references 

Louv, R. 2005 Last Child in the woods Algonquin Books 

May, S & Richardson, P. 2005 Managing Safe and successful fieldwork GA 

DCSF (2010) Evidence of Impact of Sustainable Schools 

http://publications.education.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=public

ations&ProductId=DCSF-00344-2010& 
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http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resources/primary-42198/ks2-geography-42885/local-study-42963/fieldwork-42965/
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resources/primary-42198/ks2-geography-42885/local-study-42963/fieldwork-42965/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/services/education/school-trips.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/services/education/school-trips.htm
http://publications.education.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00344-2010&
http://publications.education.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00344-2010&

