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Some ideas to get started with images, writing and mapping software 

www.earth.google.com Use this to gain a sense of scale of the earth in 3D, to show the Earth ‘rotating’ (‘spin’ it 

from West to East using the mouse) and to zoom into and ‘fly’ to places. Try turning different layers on and off 

and see what happens. 'Fly' at ground level , e.g. along the River Thames and underneath its bridges, through 

some of the 3D buildings in the city. Explore 'tours' of routes and places using preset programmes available via 

Google. See panoramic views of Britain's highest peaks. Create your own 'tour' using the recording mode. use the 

time lapse facility to see changes over time eg the development of the Olympic site in Stratford.  

Google also offers virtual tours of oceans and space.  

www.maps.google.com Enter your postcode. Try looking at the map at different scales and using conventional 

and aerial imagery. Drag the ‘figure’ icon to the postcode and enter Street View. Explore 360 degree views by 

rotating the directional cursor (top left of the map). In the bottom right hand corner of the map is a small inset 

map – click the top left corner of this to enlarge and try moving the icon from this map to a nearby spot. See how 

the view changes in the Street View map above. Enlarge the view to full screen then use ‘print scrn’ to capture 

images and paste into PowerPoint.You can then add text and use in class e.g. for risk assessment. 

Create a ‘My Map’ by signing in to your account (free to set up). Give your map a title and locate using a 

postcode. Draw a route using the tools on the top left. This can be done by adding lines freehand or lines that 

follow roads. You can name your route. Add icons and text too. 

To add an image, first add an icon then click ‘rich text’ and then the ‘image’ icon. You will need to insert an Url. 

Have photos that you have uploaded to an online photo storage site such as http://picasa.google.com/ or 

www.flickr.com or even from the Geography Champions Ning http://geographychampions.ning.com. You can 

add a video link by uploading a video to Youtube and use the ‘Marker’ icon to add text and images and add the 

Url . 

Add a ‘shape’ to the map to show an area you know especially well, e.g. where you have been on foot. Edit the 

image to reduce the opacity so that it is more easily seen as an overlay.  

www.scribblemaps.com create a free account – you can use this as a ‘visitor’ without signing in, although with 

less editing choices. Try the ‘scribble’ to show a route and add text and icons. You can also save maps as jpegs or 

export them directly to Facebook or Twitter. Zoom out to a world view and add different coloured lines to show 

your connections with other countries. Or add icons to show where resources you have used in the last week have 

come from. 

www.quikmaps.com create a free account. Try adding a route and choosing some emoticons from the drop down 

list of icons to show how you feel about a place or a route. Open the chosen emoticon to add text explaining your 

feelings. 

www.bing.com/maps explore the different maps on offer including OS maps and the aerial imagery. Try asking 

for a route (choose walking) and then try clicking the route to alter it. How much time does it add to your journey 

to go via ...? Save and laminate different scaled maps and aerial views for class book boxes – include some 

oblique aerial views for younger children. 

OS Digimaps for Schools is the Ordnance Survey mapping service for schools. It covers Great Britain and allows 

annotated mapping at a range of scales from Master Map level - this is detailed enough to show house names and 

numbers in most streets. You can write, draw, add images, scale, calculate distance and areas and print out high 

quality maps at a range of scales. www.digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk There are a number of free illustrated 
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activities for KS1 - 3 with step by step guides available to download and a progression of mapping skills 

document.http://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/cosmo/home?page=resources 

Get-a-map - 1: 50 000 and 1:25 000 raster mapping. This is the original version of Get-a-Map. 

 

Mashed up Maps 

Create several representations of the same place in aerial, street – view and map imagery using 

http://www.mashedworld.com/DualMaps.aspx 

Or create an animated route that will simultaneously show you a map and street – view in a split screen using 

http://www.tripgeo.com/DirectionsMap.aspx  

http://www.cyclingthealps.com/ has some spectacular combinations of routes, views and maps in a series of short 

animation sequences that really ‘take you there’ as well as showing the possibilities of how photographs, data and 

maps can successfully merge.  

Images and graphics 

Use some of the amazing NASA imagery and add captions and questions, then laminate and add to class book 

boxes as discussion tools. http://visibleearth.nasa.gov  or http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/ You can browse 

their specialised map collections as well. 

A stunning round – up of images from the European Space Agency and NASA can be found at  

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/gallery/2011/feb/02/satellite-eye-on-earth  

Free high - res images available to download from http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview with 

accompanying  class activities and ideas written by teachers.  

Webcams offer an exciting way to glimpse other landscapes and lives and to discuss what the chosen view tells us 

– and doesn’t! A good starting place is http://www.earthcam.com/  from where you can search for places with live 

cams such as those in Times Square, New York. Or show two or more webcam views together to compare places 

in terms of landscape, weather and times of day. 

Wordle is a site where you can create word ‘clouds’ http://www.wordle.net/create Why not have a look 

at some pupils’ work using this to represent their ideas on sea life http://class5jd.posterous.com/sealife-

wordles  

Create word clouds with shapes such as an outline of the world, a heart, a tree etc. There are outlines 

available for some country and continent shapes and you can import your own images as well.   

http://www.tagxedo.com/  

Other word cloud Apps include 

http://www.mosaizer.com/Wordaizer/ 

http://www.storyit.com/shapes/cloud.htm shapes for writing on that you can print 

http://tagul.com/  Cloud tags with links 
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http://wallwisher.com/  an online notice board where children can post questions 

http://www.piclits.com/compose_dragdrop.aspx add text provided from lists to annotate a range of photographs. 

Or add ‘freestyle’ text.  Useful for talking about features of the outdoors or creating risk assessment pictures.  

Use a class Twitter account to share work, tag fieldwork, gather information. Challenge pupils to describe a place 

using geographical vocabulary in 142 characters, add an image and geo-reference by enabling 'location' 

www.twitter.com 
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