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Curriculum making  
 

1. What does it mean? 
 

The teaching of geographical knowledge, concepts and skills should be part of a broad and balanced 

primary curriculum. The geography we deliver should be inspiring, relevant, motivating and fun. It is 

important that teachers take an active role in ‘making the curriculum’ in order to ensure that progressive 

and effective curriculum coverage is delivered though a range of creative teaching and learning strategies 

using resources that are relevant and appropriate to the children being taught. 
  
Curriculum making is ‘the creative act of interpreting a curriculum specification or scheme of work and 

turning it into a coherent, challenging, engaging and enjoyable scheme of work.’(Geographical 

Association, 2012) http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/curriculummaking/.   

 

This curriculum making process encourages teachers to make choices and decisions about the 

geographical learning experiences offered to children in their classes; they take responsibility for the 

quality of the Geography delivered in school. Curriculum makers are flexible, creative, and open to 

geographical possibilities- possibilities offered within the curriculum content, involving children’s 

enthusiasm and interests and within the local environment and the wider world. Teachers who actively 

engage with the process plan their curriculum carefully to respond to their own local context and reflect 

critically on the decisions they have made to ensure progression and the development of geographical 

knowledge, understanding and skills.  

 

 

2. What does best practice in primary schools look like? 

 

As ‘curriculum makers’ teachers need to balance three key aspects when planning effective primary 

geography provision: the children’s experiences, the subject content and the teacher’s experiences and 

approach to the subject. The Geographical Association represent this in the diagram below:  

 

 

 

 
 

Geographical Association (2012) http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/curriculummaking/.   

http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/curriculummaking/
http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/curriculummaking/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=curriculum+making+geography&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_sHJeLfNY8vivM&tbnid=aPUnwMu0lOsRaM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/curriculummaking/&ei=KginUZrHBNSa1AXHo4GwDQ&bvm=bv.47244034,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGkbcjvSX8cln3Ig1Z82kgxVQwxpQ&ust=1369987493800931
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Curriculum making and children’s experiences  

Curriculum making creates lessons and units of work that provide exciting and engaging geographical 

experiences in a way that makes the subject come alive for children – this is known as ‘Living 

Geography’ (Mitchell, 2009). Places have significance and meaning for children and as part of the 

curriculum making process it is important to recognise, value and celebrate young children’s personal 

geographical experiences and interests as a useful starting point in the classroom. This will support and 

encourage children to ask geographical questions and to build on their innate curiosity of the world.  By 

adopting a geographical enquiry approach children can be encouraged to identify important issues that 

matter to them, collect geographical data and draw conclusions from the findings for themselves. When 

this is accompanied by experiential and practical learning, both in the classroom and through fieldwork,  

this can lead to high levels of motivation and  engagement for the children who as a result can go on to 

achieve high standards of work (Ofsted 2011).  

 

 

Curriculum making and Teacher Choices  

It is important that curriculum making does not happen in isolation and is part of a school’s long and 

medium term planning. This will ensure a consistency of progressive experience and challenging 

expectations as children should have an entitlement to receive a comprehensive and coherent primary 

geographical education (Ofsted, 2011).  Such an approach will ensure that themes are not repeated and 

children will engage with a wide range of geographical ideas and concepts throughout their time in 

school. But it is important to note that the needs and interests of the pupils (and teachers) will vary 

between schools, classes and individual children. So existing plans, whether created in house or externally 

produced, such as the widely used QCA schemes, should be reviewed and adapted before they are taught 

to ensure they are up to date, use relevant examples of real places and capture the children’s interest and 

imagination. This is where the opportunities for curriculum making lie in considering the content of the  

planned unit of work and exploring creative and innovative ways to customise the content for individual 

and local circumstances.  Teachers possess a repertoire of teaching strategies and resources which can be 

used to bring the subject alive for children. As curriculum makers they need to make choices about what 

to teach and how best to approach their geographical work. Evidence from Ofsted (2011) suggests that 

teaching geography through enquiry and fieldwork is purposeful and meaningful to children. These 

opportunities can be enhanced through the use of fiction, small world play, place making, using and 

making maps, games, role plays, simulations, debates and the use of ICT. Teachers may provide 

opportunities for children e.g. through writing, art work, model making, graphs and other visual 

representations to communicate their personal, emotional  and  imaginative responses to places, issues 

and geographical questions.  

 

Curriculum making and the subject content  

Curriculum making is about the creation of inspiring, relevant and stimulating geographical encounters. 

Teachers who are developing their curriculum making skills understand the value, purpose and nature of 

Geography as a subject that can develop a deep understanding of place, people and environments on a 

local, national, European and global scale. They recognise that: ‘Geography fascinates and inspires: the 

beauty of the earth, the terrible power of earth-shaping forces – these things can take us out of ourselves. 

Geographical investigation both satisfies and nourishes curiosity. Geography deepens understanding’ 

(GA, 2009: 5).Curriculum makers are enthusiastic and committed to delivering purposeful and 

meaningful Geography within a broad and balanced primary curriculum. When planning teachers can  

demonstrate their excellent subject knowledge, not only, by  identifying the discrete geographical 

knowledge understanding and skills to be taught, but by  looking to make meaningful and purposeful 

links across the curriculum e.g. with science and art .        
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3. How do we develop effective practice? 

 Curriculum making activities are varied, but should include enquiry and fieldwork. To develop 

curriculum making skills primary teachers need: 

 To consider  a variety of strategies and resources to create  purposeful geography units of work 

which are engaging for both teachers and children;  

 To adopt a positive attitude and willingness to take responsibility for their curriculum rather than 

delivering schemes that are familiar to them or commercially produced; 

 The active support of the Head teacher and Senior Leaders to encourage flexibility , creativity and 

innovation;  

 To work collaboratively to share ideas and  approaches with colleagues;   

 To build their confidence and subject expertise by seeking support and professional development.   

 

Examples of primary curriculum making activities may be found: 

 Within Ofsted case studies of good practice: 

o A creative curriculum to support outstanding teaching and learning in geography: 

Corsham Primary School: http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/good-practice-resource-

creative-curriculum-support-outstanding-teaching-and-learning-geography-corsh  

 

o Good practice resource - Improving teaching and learning using the outdoor 

environment: Lavington Park Federation: http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/good-

practice-resource-improving-teaching-and-learning-using-outdoor-environment-

lavington-park-fede 

 

 Within the examples of the Young Geographers Project on the Geography Association website. 

There are practical ideas, downloads and examples of curriculum making projects here: 

http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/austrey 

http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/joylane/  

http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/leighton/ 

http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/shelley/ 

http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/southborough 

http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/stpeters  

 

 On the Geographical Association’s Primary Geography Quality Mark website.  This contains 

some excellent illustrations of how geography may be planned creatively and developed in a 

primary school and how progressive, resourceful and inspiring planning can be a vital part of this. 

http://www.geography.org.uk/eyprimary/primaryqualitymark/ 

 

 In the journal Primary Geography: 

o Most editions of PG contain examples of curriculum making which can be adapted 

by primary teachers to the needs of their children, school community and local 

environment e.g. Pike, S. & Byrne, K.(2013) ‘Flying the Flag for world food’, 

Primary Geography, Summer 2013,pp. 16-17;     

 

 Within the  Primary Teachers toolkit which is a series of books produced by the Geographical 

Association on a range of popular geographical themes  designed to  support teachers with 

curriculum making ideas and resources:  

o Owens, P. (2011) Geography Plus: Primary Teachers' Toolkit   Little Blue Planet: 

Investigating spaceship Earth, Sheffield: GA ; 

o North, W. & Hamblen, A. (2012) Geography Plus: Primary Teachers' Toolkit 

Australia Here We Come! Exploring a distant place, Sheffield: GA; 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/good-practice-resource-creative-curriculum-support-outstanding-teaching-and-learning-geography-corsh
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/good-practice-resource-creative-curriculum-support-outstanding-teaching-and-learning-geography-corsh
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/good-practice-resource-improving-teaching-and-learning-using-outdoor-environment-lavington-park-fede
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/good-practice-resource-improving-teaching-and-learning-using-outdoor-environment-lavington-park-fede
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/good-practice-resource-improving-teaching-and-learning-using-outdoor-environment-lavington-park-fede
http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/austrey
http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/joylane/
http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/leighton/
http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/shelley/
http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/southborough
http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/younggeographers/resources/stpeters
http://www.geography.org.uk/eyprimary/primaryqualitymark/
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o Richardson, P. & Richardson , (2012) Geography Plus: Primary Teachers' Toolkit  

Living in a freezer- Investigating polar environments , Sheffield: GA; 

o Scoffham, S. & Whyte, T. (2011) Geography Plus: Primary Teachers' Toolkit The 

UK- Investigating who we are, Sheffield: GA. 

 

 On the Geographical Association website free on line cpd courses are available to build 

teachers’  knowledge and understanding and confidence to plan effective geographical 

learning experiences for their children: 

o My place, your place, our place- courses that  explore the relationships between 

identity and place by drawing on some key geographical processes and 

understanding: 

http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/myplaceyourplaceourplace/   

o Primary subject leadership - is aimed at helping primary subject leaders and school 

management teams to 'lead' the development of geography in the curriculum: 

                    http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/primarysubjectleadership/ ; 

o Young geographers go green – This course focuses on the role geography plays in 

enabling the Sustainable Schools agenda to be carried out 

http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/younggeographersgogreen/  

o Young geographers go local explores the use of children’s  own personal 

geographies in a local context: 

http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/younggeographersgolocal/  

o Young geographers go global aims to support teachers to engage children in quality 

geography through senses-based creative writing: 

http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/younggeographersgoglobal/  

 

 Local primary geography Champions can offer further specific advice 

http://www.geography.org.uk/eyprimary/champions/  

 

4. Which resources may be most helpful? 
 

Web sites 

Geographical Association  http://www.geography.org.uk/ 

Royal Geographical Society   http://www.rgs.org/HomePage.htm  

Times Educational Supplement http://www.tes.co.uk/ks1-geography-primary-teaching-

resources/   

                                                                  http://www.tes.co.uk/ks2-geography-primary-teaching-

resources/        

 

Useful reading 

Catling, S. (forthcoming) English Teachers’ perspectives on Curriculum Making in Primary Geography, 

The Curriculum Journal;  

Catling, S and Willy T. (2009) Teaching Primary Geography (Achieving QTS), Exeter: Learning Matters;  

Martin, F. (2006a) Teaching Geography in primary Schools Learning to live in the world, Cambridge: 

Chris Kington Publishing; 

Mitchell, D. (2009) Living Geography, Cambridge: Optima Publishing;   

Ofsted (2008) Geography in Schools: Changing practice, http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/geography-

schools-changing-practice; 

Ofsted (2011) Geography: making a world of difference.  www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications/geography ; 

Scoffham, S.  (2013)Teaching Geography Creatively, London: Routledge; 

Scoffham, S. (2010) Primary Geography Handbook. Sheffield: GA. 

http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/myplaceyourplaceourplace/
http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/primarysubjectleadership/
http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/younggeographersgogreen/
http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/younggeographersgolocal/
http://www.geography.org.uk/cpdevents/onlinecpd/younggeographersgoglobal/
http://www.geography.org.uk/eyprimary/champions/
http://www.geography.org.uk/
http://www.rgs.org/HomePage.htm
http://www.tes.co.uk/ks1-geography-primary-teaching-resources/
http://www.tes.co.uk/ks1-geography-primary-teaching-resources/
http://www.tes.co.uk/ks2-geography-primary-teaching-resources/
http://www.tes.co.uk/ks2-geography-primary-teaching-resources/
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications/geography

