
Curriculum making as an NQT 

As an NQT, entering into an established department has its advantages and 

disadvantages.  Having access to schemes of work which have been built around the current 

(soon to be previous) National Curriculum (NC), this certainly takes some of the burden off 

the planning and creating of new resources and lesson materials.  

However, from the word go I wanted to make my own mark on the geography I was teaching, 

and how I delivered it. 

The NC is all well and good, but it is precisely that; national. Looking at the context in which 

I work, an all boys comprehensive academy in Bromley, South London, I have to consider 

the NC in a way that works for my students. I need to shape and tailor the content of the NC 

into one which works for us. I am starting to do exactly this for the new NC, beginning 2014. 

With the inclusion of topics such as glaciation, something totally untouched by the current 

curriculum in my workplace, I have a fantastic opportunity to do this. 

So I ask myself, ‘what do I already know and understand about the subject area?’ and, ‘what 

are my students already likely to know?’ Then I look for information. I consider myself to be 

more inclined towards human geography, so I need more rigour in expanding my own subject 

knowledge before I can decide on the resources and activities I am going to use. 

Having studied the new NC I started to think, research, plan and extend locational knowledge 

in areas of South and East Asia, including India and China. My students need to understand 

the process of glaciation, along with the complex interactions of tectonics, geological 

timescales, soils, rivers and coasts. The Himalayas with the anniversary of the 60
th

 

Anniversary ascent of Everest, and its surrounding geographies seemed to make a lot of sense 

as a focus at the moment. 

Next I began to mould the curriculum towards our needs and preferences. Our students on the 

whole, enjoy stories of exploration and seem to respond well to enquiry based learning as 

well as map work. 'Big questions' linked to visual artefacts are used to engage students within 

this topic; questions that invite students of all backgrounds and abilities to tackle them; 

questions which require the student to draw on a wide network of their understanding of the 

complex interactions between physical and human processes.  

I am looking forward to fine tuning and teaching other units into an exciting, engaging and 

rigorous Geography curriculum that works for us, both our students and staff. I want it to 

deliver high-quality, robust geography; if we are to inspire in our students a fascination and 

curiosity, I believe it should do so for us first. 


